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In this path-breaking book Linda Colley reappraises the rise of the biggest empire in global history.
Excavating the lives of some of the multitudes of Britons held captive in the lands their own rulers sought to
conquer, Colley also offers an intimate understanding of the peoples and cultures of the Mediterranean,
North America, India, and Afghanistan.

Here are harrowing, sometimes poignant stories by soldiers and sailors and their womenfolk, by traders and
con men and by white as well as black slaves. By exploring these forgotten captives – and their captors –
Colley reveals how Britain’s emerging empire was often tentative and subject to profound insecurities and
limitations. She evokes how British empire was experienced by the mass of poor whites who created it. She
shows how imperial racism coexisted with cross-cultural collaborations, and how the gulf between
Protestantism and Islam, which some have viewed as central to this empire, was often smaller than expected.
Brilliantly written and richly illustrated, Captives is an invitation to think again about a piece of history too
often viewed in the same old way. It is also a powerful contribution to current debates about the meanings,
persistence, and drawbacks of empire.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World,
1600-1850. Try to stumble through book Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-1850 as your pal. It
means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Ashley Staley:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Captives: Britain, Empire, and the
World, 1600-1850 will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable
book with you?

Ray Shippee:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-1850 book is readable by you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Captives:
Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-1850 content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking
Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-1850 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

William Henderson:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World,
1600-1850 to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
go through it. Beside that the e-book Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-1850 can to be your
brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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