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Ralph Waldo Emerson is one of the most important figures in the history of American thought, religion, and
literature. The vitality of his writings and the unsettling power of his example continue to influence us more
than a hundred years after his death. Now Robert D. Richardson Jr. brings to life an Emerson very different
from the old stereotype of the passionless Sage of Concord. Drawing on a vast amount of new material,
including correspondence among the Emerson brothers, Richardson gives us a rewarding intellectual
biography that is also a portrait of the whole man.

These pages present a young suitor, a grief-stricken widower, an affectionate father, and a man with an
abiding genius for friendship. The great spokesman for individualism and self-reliance turns out to have been
a good neighbor, an activist citizen, a loyal brother. Here is an Emerson who knew how to laugh, who was
self-doubting as well as self-reliant, and who became the greatest intellectual adventurer of his age.

Richardson has, as much as possible, let Emerson speak for himself through his published works, his many
journals and notebooks, his letters, his reported conversations. This is not merely a study of Emerson's
writing and his influence on others; it is Emerson's life as he experienced it. We see the failed minister, the
struggling writer, the political reformer, the poetic liberator.

The Emerson of this book not only influenced Thoreau, Fuller, Whitman, Dickinson, and Frost, he also
inspired Nietzsche, William James, Baudelaire, Marcel Proust, Virginia Woolf, and Jorge Luis Borges.
Emerson's timeliness is persistent and striking: his insistence that literature and science are not separate
cultures, his emphasis on the worth of every individual, his respect for nature.

Richardson gives careful attention to the enormous range of Emerson's readings—from Persian poets to
George Sand—and to his many friendships and personal encounters—from Mary Moody Emerson to the
Cherokee chiefs in Boston—evoking both the man and the times in which he lived. Throughout this book,
Emerson's unquenchable vitality reaches across the decades, and his hold on us endures.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

The guide untitled Emerson: The Mind on Fire is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Emerson:
The Mind on Fire from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ivory Hughes:

The book Emerson: The Mind on Fire has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
book.

Staci Eager:

The reason why? Because this Emerson: The Mind on Fire is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Omer Brown:

This Emerson: The Mind on Fire is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Emerson: The Mind on
Fire in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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