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Upon its publication in 1845, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by
Himself became an immediate best-seller.

In addition to its far-reaching impact on the antislavery movement in the United States and abroad,
Douglass’s fugitive slave narrative won recognition for its literary excellence, which has since earned it a
place among the classics of nineteenth-century American autobiography. This Norton Critical Edition
reprints the 1845 first edition of Douglass’s compelling work.  Explanatory annotations accompany the text.

A rich selection of "Contexts" provides the reader with contemporary perspectives.  Included are the little-
known preface that Douglass wrote in 1846 for the second Irish edition; a public exchange of letters between
A. C. C. Thompson, a former slaveholder, and Douglass; three autobiographical portraits of Douglass's
parents; Douglass’s account of his escape from slavery, which he chose not to include in the 1845 Narrative;
samples of Douglass’s use of his slave experience in two of his most influential antislavery speeches; and
reminiscences by James Monroe Gregory and Elizabeth Cady Stanton of Douglass as both orator and friend.

"Criticism" collects six essential assessments of the Narrative’s historical and literary aspects, by William S.
McFeely, Peter Ripley, Robert B. Stepto, William L. Andrews, Houston A. Baker, Jr., and Deborah E.
McDowell. A Chronology and a Selected Bibliography are included.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) will make you to be smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Ronald Walker:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) suitable to
you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions)is one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Gerald Sosa:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) can be great book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Jeri McKeen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) guide written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American



Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) as good book not merely by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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