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After a tsunami destroyed the cooling system at Japan's Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant, triggering a
meltdown, protesters around the world challenged the use of nuclear power. Germany announced it would
close its plants by 2022. Although the ills of fossil fuels are better understood than ever, the threat of climate
change has never aroused the same visceral dread or swift action. Spencer Weart dissects this paradox,
demonstrating that a powerful web of images surrounding nuclear energy holds us captive, allowing fear,
rather than facts, to drive our thinking and public policy.

Building on his classic, Nuclear Fear, Weart follows nuclear imagery from its origins in the symbolism of
medieval alchemy to its appearance in film and fiction. Long before nuclear fission was discovered, fantasies
of the destroyed planet, the transforming ray, and the white city of the future took root in the popular
imagination. At the turn of the twentieth century when limited facts about radioactivity became known, they
produced a blurred picture upon which scientists and the public projected their hopes and fears. These fears
were magnified during the Cold War, when mushroom clouds no longer needed to be imagined; they
appeared on the evening news. Weart examines nuclear anxiety in sources as diverse as Alain Resnais's film
Hiroshima Mon Amour, Cormac McCarthy's novel The Road, and the television show The Simpsons.

Recognizing how much we remain in thrall to these setpieces of the imagination, Weart hopes, will help us
resist manipulation from both sides of the nuclear debate.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Lacher:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Rise of Nuclear Fear. Try to face the book The Rise of Nuclear
Fear as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Leonard Santiago:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The Rise of Nuclear Fear your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book
then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The
The Rise of Nuclear Fear giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Nancy Bowers:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is usually The Rise of Nuclear Fear. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can
get many advantages.

Audra Yoder:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Rise of Nuclear Fear was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Rise of Nuclear Fear has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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