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These beautifully crafted stories depict the changing relationships between black and white
southerners, the impact of the civil rights movement, and the emergence of the New South.

Mary Ward Brown is a storyteller in the tradition of such powerful 20th-century writers as William Faulkner,
Harper Lee, Flannery O'Connor, and Eudora Welty-writers who have explored and dramatized the tension
between the inherited social structure of the South and its contemporary dissolution. With Tongues of Flame,
her first collection of short stories, Brown bares the awkward, sometimes hopeful, and often tragic suffering
of people caught in changing times within a timeless setting.

Here we meet such memorable characters as a dying black woman who seeks the advice of a now-alcoholic
white doctor whom she knew in better years; a young woman, jilted at the altar, driven crazy by an
illuminated cross erected by the church opposite her house; and a 95-year-old woman buying a tombstone for
her long-deceased husband only to discover that he had been adulterous throughout their marriage. Brown
constructs her characters in a disarmingly plain style while breathing life into them with compassion and
honesty as they confront the large moments of their lives.

First published by E. P. Dutton in 1986 to immediate critical acclaim, Tongues of Flame won the 1987
PEN/Ernest Hemingway Foundation Award. The judges commended Brown for "seeing life whole, without
prejudice, without sentimentality, without histrionics. Her voice may be quiet-sometimes she speaks in a
whisper-but her words are, nevertheless, always forceful, clear, and ultimately lasting." With this new
publication of Tongues of Flame and its inclusion in the University of Alabama Press's Deep South Books
series, a whole new generation of readers may once more discover Mary Ward Brown's profound stories of
pain, loss, and hope.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Smith:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.

Cornell Smith:

You can obtain this Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Colby Tapia:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) was vibrant and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.

Wade Diaz:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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