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Until recently, American composition scholars have studied writing instruction mainly within the borders of

their own nation, rarely considering English composition in the global context in which writing in English is

increasingly taught.  Writing in the Devil’s Tongue challenges this anachronistic approach by examining the

history of English composition instruction in an East Asian country. Author Xiaoye You offers scholars a

chance to observe how a nation changed from monolingual writing practices to bilingual writing instruction

in a school setting.          

You makes extensive use of archival sources to help trace bilingual writing instruction in China back

to 1862, when English was first taught in government schools. Treating the Chinese pursuit of modernity as

the overarching theme, he explores how the entry of Anglo-American rhetoric and composition challenged

and altered the traditional monolithic practice of teaching Chinese writing in the Confucian spirit. The author

focuses on four aspects of this history: the Chinese negotiation with Anglo-American rhetoric, their search

for innovative approaches to instruction, students’ situated use of English writing, and local scholarship in

English composition.  

Unlike previous composition histories, which have tended to focus on institutional, disciplinary, and

pedagogical issues, Writing in the Devil’s Tongue brings students back to center stage by featuring several

passages written by them in each chapter. These passages not only showcase rhetorical and linguistic

features of their writings but also serve as representative anecdotes that reveal the complex ways in which

students, responding to their situations, performed multivalent, intercultural discourses.  In addition, You

moves out of the classroom and into the historical, cultural, and political contexts that shaped both Chinese

writing and composing practices and the pedagogies that were adopted to teach English to Chinese in China. 

Teachers, students, and scholars reading this book will learn a great deal about the political and cultural

impact that teaching English composition has had in China and  about the ways in which Chinese writing and

composition continues to be shaped by rich and diverse cultural traditions and political discourses.

In showcasing the Chinese struggle with teaching and practicing bilingual composition, Writing in

the Devil’s Tongue alerts American writing scholars and teachers to an untimely English monolingual

mentality and urges them to modify their rhetorical assumptions, pedagogical approaches, and writing

practices in the age of globalization. 
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From reader reviews:

James Bassler:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A History of English Composition in China it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book offers high quality.

George Jamison:

This Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A History of English Composition in China is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Writing in the
Devil's Tongue: A History of English Composition in China can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in
the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Ann Cason:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A History of English Composition in
China was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.

John Negron:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A History of English Composition in China. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you



happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot
to other place.
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