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This book is among the first to address the issues raised by the International Criminal Court (ICC) from an
International Relations perspective. By clearly outlining a theoretical framework to interpret these issues,
Ralph makes a significant contribution to the English School's study of international society. More
specifically, he offers a concise definition of "world society" and thus helps to resolve a longstanding
problem in international theory. This groundbreaking conceptual work is supported by an in-depth empirical
analysis of American opposition to the ICC. Ralph goes beyond the familiar arguments related to national
interests and argues that the Court has exposed the extent to which American notions of accountability are
tied to the nation-state. Where other democracies are willing to renegotiate their social contract because they
see themselves as part of world society, the US protects its particular contract with "the people" because it
offers a means of distinguishing America and its democracy from the rest of the world. This "sovereigntist",
or more accurately "Americanist", influence is further illustrated in chapters on the sources of law, universal
jurisdiction, transatlantic relations and US policy on international humanitarian law in the war on terror. The
book concludes by evoking E.H. Carr's criticism of those great powers who claim that a harmony exists
between their particular interests and those of wider society. It also recalls his argument that great powers
sometimes need to compromise and in this context, Ralph argues that support for the ICC is a more effective
means of fulfilling America's purpose and a less costly sacrifice than that demanded by the "Americanist"
policy of nation-building.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Defending the
Society of States: Why America Opposes the International Criminal Court and its Vision of World Society
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mary Goldstein:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Defending the Society of States: Why
America Opposes the International Criminal Court and its Vision of World Society, you may enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Frederica Dawkins:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Defending the Society of States: Why
America Opposes the International Criminal Court and its Vision of World Society e-book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism Defending the Society of States: Why America Opposes the
International Criminal Court and its Vision of World Society as good book not only by the cover but also
with the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Lisa Christopher:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
Defending the Society of States: Why America Opposes the International Criminal Court and its Vision of
World Society we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person
must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to



change your life with that book Defending the Society of States: Why America Opposes the International
Criminal Court and its Vision of World Society. You can more desirable than now.
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