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Egypt Land is the first comprehensive analysis of the connections between constructions of race and
representations of ancient Egypt in nineteenth-century America. Scott Trafton argues that the American
mania for Egypt was directly related to anxieties over race and race-based slavery. He shows how the
fascination with ancient Egypt among both black and white Americans was manifest in a range of often
contradictory ways. Both groups likened the power of the United States to that of the ancient Egyptian
empire, yet both also identified with ancient Egypt’s victims. As the land which represented the origins of
races and nations, the power and folly of empires, despots holding people in bondage, and the exodus of the
saved from the land of slavery, ancient Egypt was a uniquely useful trope for representing America’s own
conflicts and anxious aspirations.

Drawing on literary and cultural studies, art and architectural history, political history, religious history, and
the histories of archaeology and ethnology, Trafton illuminates anxieties related to race in different
manifestations of nineteenth-century American Egyptomania, including the development of American
Egyptology, the rise of racialized science, the narrative and literary tradition of the imperialist adventure tale,
the cultural politics of the architectural Egyptian Revival, and the dynamics of African American
Ethiopianism. He demonstrates how debates over what the United States was and what it could become
returned again and again to ancient Egypt. From visions of Cleopatra to the tales of Edgar Allan Poe, from
the works of Pauline Hopkins to the construction of the Washington Monument, from the measuring of
slaves’ skulls to the singing of slave spirituals—claims about and representations of ancient Egypt served as
linchpins for discussions about nineteenth-century American racial and national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century
American Egyptomania (New Americanists). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Melvin Wilhelm:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Egypt Land: Race and
Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) book as this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Tara Huber:

The book untitled Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists)
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Rachel Haley:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists). You can more
pleasing than now.
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