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Commerce meets conquest in this swashbuckling story of the six merchant-adventurers who built the modern
world

It was an era when monopoly trading companies were the unofficial agents of European expansion,
controlling vast numbers of people and huge tracts of land, and taking on governmental and military
functions. They managed their territories as business interests, treating their subjects as employees,
customers, or competitors. The leaders of these trading enterprises exercised virtually unaccountable,
dictatorial political power over millions of people.

The merchant kings of the Age of Heroic Commerce were a rogue's gallery of larger-than-life men who, for a
couple hundred years, expanded their far-flung commercial enterprises over a sizable portion of the world.
They include Jan Pieterszoon Coen, the violent and autocratic pioneer of the Dutch East India Company;
Peter Stuyvesant, the one-legged governor of the Dutch West India Company, whose narrow-minded
approach lost Manhattan to the British; Robert Clive, who rose from company clerk to become head of the
British East India Company and one of the wealthiest men in Britain; Alexandr Baranov of the Russian
American Company; Cecil Rhodes, founder of De Beers and Rhodesia; and George Simpson, the "Little
Emperor" of the Hudson's Bay Company, who was chauffeured about his vast fur domain in a giant canoe,
exhorting his voyageurs to paddle harder so he could set speed records.
Merchant Kings looks at the rise and fall of company rule in the centuries before colonialism, when nations
belatedly assumed responsibility for their commercial enterprises. A blend of biography, corporate history,
and colonial history, this book offers a panoramic, new perspective on the enormous cultural, political, and
social legacies, good and bad, of this first period of unfettered globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Johnson:

Typically the book Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900 will bring you to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Merchant Kings: When Companies
Ruled the World, 1600--1900 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Maria Antoine:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Merchant Kings: When
Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900.

Angela Kiefer:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900 the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get prior to. The Merchant Kings: When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Lynn Bailey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Merchant Kings: When Companies
Ruled the World, 1600--1900 can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Merchant Kings:
When Companies Ruled the World, 1600--1900.
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