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He remembers lying awake at night, every muscle rigidly alert, listening for intruders. He remembers
frantically hammering on the door while his mother's oblivious footsteps passed back and forth inside. He
remembers acting as a go-between in the marketplace, the doctor's office, the parent-teacher conference, the
synagogue, the post office: a liaison between sound and silence. Lennard J. Davis grew up as the hearing
child of deaf parents. In this candid, affecting, and often funny memoir, he recalls the joys and confusions of
this special world, especially his complex and sometimes difficult relationships with his working-class
Jewish immigrant parents. Growing up in a crowded one-bedroom South Bronx tenement, Lennard felt
himself "a hearing outsider" caught between two worlds. Davis recounts childhood loneliness and fear,
adolescent frustration compounded by embarrassment at his parents' deafness, and intellectual aspirations
that ran counter to their compliant stoicism.He vividly describes his father's devotion to race walking and to
televised baseball games, a trip to England with his mother on the Queen Elizabeth, and his successful efforts
to relocate his family to a better apartment. He also recounts his problematic relationship with his elder
brother, whom he both idolized and feared, and his college years at Columbia University, where (to his
parents' chagrin) he participated in the historic campus demonstrations of May 1968. In a moving epilogue,
Davis tells of his adult involvement with CODA (Children of Deaf Adults) and of coming to terms with a
surprising realization. "Though I was hearing," he says, "deafness was in me." Gracefully slipping through
memory, regret, longing, and redemption, "My Sense of Silence" is an eloquent remembrance of human ties
and human failings.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed My Sense of
Silence: Memoirs of a Childhood with Deafness (Creative Nonfiction Series)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Dee Alaniz:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This My Sense of Silence: Memoirs of a
Childhood with Deafness (Creative Nonfiction Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mark Clark:

This My Sense of Silence: Memoirs of a Childhood with Deafness (Creative Nonfiction Series) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this My Sense of Silence:
Memoirs of a Childhood with Deafness (Creative Nonfiction Series) can be among the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information
that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this My Sense of
Silence: Memoirs of a Childhood with Deafness (Creative Nonfiction Series) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kevin Caputo:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this My Sense of Silence: Memoirs of a Childhood with Deafness (Creative Nonfiction Series), you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading



a book.
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