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Winner of the 1996 Walker Cowen Memorial Prize, Catherine Cusset's No Tomorrow traces the moral
meaning of pleasure in several libertine works of the eighteenth-century?Watteau's Pélerinage à l'île de
Cythère, Prévost's Manon Lescaut, Crébillon's Les égarements du coeur et de l'esprit, the anonymous
pornographic novel Thérèse philosophe, Diderot's La religieuse, and Vivant Denon's short story "Point de
lendemain."

In this ambitious book, Cusset reframes the often misunderstood genre that celebrates what Casanova calls
"the present enjoyment of the senses." She contends libertine works are not, as is commonly thought,
characterized by the preaching of sexual pleasure but are instead linked by an "ethics of pleasure" that
teaches readers that vanity and sensual enjoyment are part of their moral being. Developing Roland Barthes's
concept of "the pleasure of the text," the author argues that the novel is a powerful vehicle for moral lessons,
more so than philosophical or moral treatises, because it conveys such lessons through pleasure.

Cusset reads the proliferation of libertine novels as a reaction against the denial of pleasure in the literature
and culture of the time. In the midst of the century's metaphysical impulse to simplify human psychology,
these works focus on the moments in which human contradictions are revealed.

Cusset's analysis suggests that libertine novels offered the eighteenth century a more complex picture of
moral being and ultimately contributed a lesson of tolerance to the Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book No Tomorrow: The Ethics of Pleasure in the French
Enlightenment. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important any book No Tomorrow: The Ethics of Pleasure in the French Enlightenment. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Jacki Peters:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book No Tomorrow:
The Ethics of Pleasure in the French Enlightenment. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Billie Luster:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book No Tomorrow: The Ethics of Pleasure in the French
Enlightenment it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book provides high quality.

Ralph Rodriguez:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book No Tomorrow: The Ethics of Pleasure in the French Enlightenment we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book No Tomorrow: The



Ethics of Pleasure in the French Enlightenment. You can more attractive than now.
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