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Neither Florida nor Cuba; neither American nor Caribbean

“Key West is an island steeped in lore, from Hemingway to Fantasy Fest, but behind the façade of
Margaritaville lie buried tensions and conflicts in need of examination. Kerstein provides a much-needed
dose of reality in the form of a masterfully researched study of the island’s tourism industry, from the
shadowy power brokers who pull the strings to the underpaid workers who serve the drinks. From seedy bars
to trendy discos, Kerstein has managed to capture the improbable mixture of this strange island, while
offering a cautionary tale of tourism run amok.”—Robert Lee Irby, author of 7,000 Clams

“An exemplary study and a cautionary tale that should be read by everyone interested in the suicidal course
of a society driven by an irrational and self-destructive compulsion to erase differences in the pursuit of the
almighty dollar.”—Brewster Chamberlin, author of Mario Sanchez: Once upon a Life

Key West lies at the southernmost point of the continental Unites States, ninety miles from Cuba, at Mile
Marker 0 on famed U.S. Highway 1. Famous for  six-toed cats in the Hemingway House, Sloppy Joe’s and
Captain Tony’s, Jimmy Buffett songs, body paint parade “costumes,” and a brief secession from the Union
after which the Conch Republic asked for $1 billion in foreign aid, Key West also lies at the metaphorical
edge of our sensibilities.
     How this unlikely city came to be a tourist mecca is the subject of Robert Kerstein’s intrepid new history.
Sited on an island only four miles long and two miles wide, Key West has been fishing village, salvage yard,
U.S. Navy base, cigar factory, hippie haven, gay enclave, cruise ship port-of-call, and more. Duval Street,
which stretches the length of one of the most unusual cities in America, is today lined with brand-name
shops that can be found in any major shopping mall in America.
     Leaving no stone unturned, Kerstein reveals how Key West has changed dramatically over the years
while holding on to the uniqueness that continues to attract tourists and new residents to the island.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Here thing why this Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Key West on the Edge: Inventing
the Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Key West on the Edge: Inventing the
Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch
Republic (Florida History and Culture) in e-book can be your alternative.

Margaret Watkins:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch
Republic (Florida History and Culture) as the daily resource information.

Teresa Raap:

The book with title Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) has
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Tiara Garcia:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Key West on the Edge: Inventing the
Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch Republic (Florida



History and Culture) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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