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It has often been claimed that "monsters"--supernatural creatures with bodies composed from multiple
species--play a significant part in the thought and imagery of all people from all times. The Origins of
Monsters advances an alternative view. Composite figurations are intriguingly rare and isolated in the art of
the prehistoric era. Instead it was with the rise of cities, elites, and cosmopolitan trade networks that
"monsters" became widespread features of visual production in the ancient world. Showing how these
fantastic images originated and how they were transmitted, David Wengrow identifies patterns in the records
of human image-making and embarks on a search for connections between mind and culture.

Wengrow asks: Can cognitive science explain the potency of such images? Does evolutionary psychology
hold a key to understanding the transmission of symbols? How is our making and perception of images
influenced by institutions and technologies? Wengrow considers the work of art in the first age of
mechanical reproduction, which he locates in the Middle East, where urban life began. Comparing the
development and spread of fantastic imagery across a range of prehistoric and ancient societies, including
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and China, he explores how the visual imagination has been shaped by a
complex mixture of historical and universal factors.

Examining the reasons behind the dissemination of monstrous imagery in ancient states and empires, The
Origins of Monsters sheds light on the relationship between culture and cognition.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Origins of Monsters: Image
and Cognition in the First Age of Mechanical Reproduction (The Rostovtzeff Lectures). All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Tony Hill:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read. The
Origins of Monsters: Image and Cognition in the First Age of Mechanical Reproduction (The Rostovtzeff
Lectures) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Paul Ring:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Origins of Monsters: Image and Cognition in the First Age of Mechanical
Reproduction (The Rostovtzeff Lectures) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Helen Butts:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The
Origins of Monsters: Image and Cognition in the First Age of Mechanical Reproduction (The Rostovtzeff
Lectures).
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