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This multidisciplinary text highlights the development of romantic relationships, from initiation to
commitment or demise, by highlighting the historical context, current research and theory, and diversity of
patterns.  Engagingly written with colorful examples, the authors examine the joy, stress, power-struggles,
intimacy, and aggression that characterize these relationships. Readers gain a better understanding as to why,
even after the pain and suffering associated with a breakup, most of us go right back out and start again.
Relationships are examined through an interdisciplinary lens –psychological, sociological, environmental
and communicative perspectives are all considered. End of chapter summaries, lists of key concepts, and
additional readings serve as a review. As a whole the book explores what precipitates success or failure of
these relationships and how this has changed over time.
 
Highlights of the book’s coverage:
Incorporates both cross-sex and same-sex romantic relationships
Examines the roles of gender, race, class, culture, age, and sexuality in relationship development
Looks at multiple types of romantic relationships in emerging adulthood, including dating and cohabitation
Explores both positive and negative relational processes
Analyzes the latest and most important scholarship.
 
The book opens with an introduction followed by a historical overview of the development of relationships.
Next relationship development models are examined including the influence of social factors and the
interaction of the partners involved.  This volume examines how partners initiate romantic relationships,
including infatuation, sexual attraction, and the impact of technology; how cohabitation affects the quality of
the future of the relationship; and  the individual, social, and circumstantial factors that predict stability or
break-ups in romantic relationships.  The book ends with an examination of the “dark side” of relationships,
and suggestions for future research on romantic pairings.
 
Intended as a supplement for advanced undergraduate or graduate courses in marriage and family,
personal/close/intimate relationships, or interpersonal/family communication taught in human development
and family studies, psychology, social work, sociology, communication, counseling and therapy, this book
also appeals to researchers and practitioners interested in the romantic relationship processes.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Developmental Course of Romantic
Relationships is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Charles Kinsella:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Developmental Course of Romantic Relationships your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get just before. The The Developmental Course of Romantic Relationships giving you another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Jennifer Barton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Developmental Course of
Romantic Relationships which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Willie Randolph:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Developmental Course of Romantic
Relationships or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes The Developmental Course of Romantic Relationships to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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