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On April 1, 1865, the steamboat Bertrand, a sternwheeler bound from St. Louis to Fort Benton in Montana
Territory, hit a snag in the Missouri River and sank twenty miles north of Omaha. The crew removed only a
few items before the boat was silted over. For more than a century thereafter, the Bertrand remained buried
until it was discovered by treasure hunters, its cargo largely intact. This book categorizes some 300,000
artifacts recovered from the Bertrand in 1968, and also describes the invention, manufacture, marketing,
distribution, and sale of these products and traces their route to the frontier mining camps of Montana
Territory.

The ship and its contents are a time capsule of mid-nineteenth-century America, rich with information about
the history of industry, technology, and commerce in the Trans-Missouri West. In addition to enumerating
the items the boat was transporting to Montana, and offering a photographic sample of the merchandise,
Switzer places the Bertrand itself in historical context, examining its intended use and the technology of
light-draft steam-driven river craft. His account of steamboat commerce provides multiple insights into the
industrial revolution in the East, the nature and importance of Missouri River commerce in the mid-1800s,
and the decline in this trade after the Civil War.

Switzer also introduces the people associated with the Bertrand. He has unearthed biographical details
illuminating the private and social lives of the officers, crew members, and passengers, as well as the
consignees to whom the cargo was being shipped. He offers insight into not only the passengers’ reasons for
traveling to the frontier mining camps of Montana Territory, but also the careers of some of the
entrepreneurs and political movers and shakers of the Upper Missouri in the 1860s. This unique reference for
historians of commerce in the American West will also fascinate anyone interested in the technology and
history of riverine transport.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

This book untitled The Steamboat Bertrand and Missouri River Commerce to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Daniel Starkey:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Steamboat Bertrand and Missouri River Commerce,
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Jose Johnson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Steamboat Bertrand and
Missouri River Commerce can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Joel Padilla:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The Steamboat Bertrand and Missouri River Commerce was filled
with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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